FOUR       TALES       BY       2ELIDE

headache as she supposed, or if he had found his
situation in the saloon embarrassing.

ec Are you barbarous enough to laugh at me? "
he asked (I must tell you, by the by, that the worthy

General d'A------is a little deaf); "but, never mind,

I will make my confession. I did have a headache,
my health has never recovered from this wound
(he showed me his hand); that, however, would
not have compelled me to withdraw, but I felt
that I should be excessively embarrassed; and then
I have always found men terribly awkward in their
own houses in large assemblies and I had the
vanity not to wish you to watch me flitting fool-
ishly from woman to woman, from table to table.
This kind of assembly being, on the contrary, the
tiiumph of the mispress of the house, I wished

Madame de X------ to enjoy all her advantages

without running the risk of spoiling her pleasure
by putting her out of humour."

I was making fun of all this nicety when one of
the Frenchmen came and put his head into the
room. He opened the door completely as soon as
he saw me.

" I wager, madam," he said, bowing to me,
" that you are the sister, the aunt, or the mother of
a pretty person whom I have just seen in there."

" Which pretty person? " I asked.

" Ah, you know very well, madam," he
answered.

I said: " Well, I am her mother, but how did
you guess it? "
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